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Language Arts Curriculum Guidelines 
 

Fifth Grade 
 

By the end of fifth grade a student will be able to extract information from texts, make inferences and summarize information in a meaningful way, 
understand and use extensive vocabulary, and play various roles as members of literary communities. 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 1: Students read with understanding and fluency and read and understand literature representative 

of various societies, eras and ideas. 
 
NCTE Standard 1. 
 
Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the culture of the United 
States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal 
fulfillment.  Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. 
 
NCTE Standard 2. 
 
Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., 
philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of the human experience. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 5 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICIES 

A.  Student reads a wide range of literature from 
many genres. 

  

1. Describes the defining characteristics of 
literary forms and genres including poetry, 
drama, fiction, nonfiction, biographies, classic 
and contemporary works.  

• Can identify and cite evidence of specific 
indicators that differentiate various literary 
forms and genres (posters, booklets, 
foldables and information manuals). 

• Can demonstrate some forms of poetry, 
biographies, etc. 
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2. Makes connections between texts and across 
genres. 

• Can point to specific elements between 
genres that compare/contrast on a graphic 
organizer. 

 

3. Identifies literary elements of character, 
setting and plot in a variety of genres and can 
refer to core elements of stories (plays, myths, 
including characters setting, plot and theme) 
when writing or speaking about a specific 
text. 

• Can create study maps, thinking maps or 
story maps that identify character, setting 
and plot across genres. (class discussions, 
graphic organizers, etc.) 

 

B.  Student reads for a wide variety of purposes.   
1. Establishes purpose for reading, including to 

locate information, to understand, interpret, 
make connections, solve problems, and cite 
evidence (i.e., content area text, stories). 
 

• Students can match text to purpose via 
teacher selection rubric: 
 Leisure 
 Research 
 Book reports 

• Students read essential questions at back of 
story before reading a main selection. 

• Students read test questions before reading a 
chapter and take notes that can help answer 
those questions. 

 

2. Applies various criteria in order to select 
independent reading materials (e.g., genre 
type, knowledge of authors and their writing 
styles, research and personal interests). 

• Seeks and accesses information from 
various sources (public library, school 
library, computer lab) regarding authors, 
genres and interests for independent 
reading. 

• Uses skimming skills to assess 
appropriateness, interest level and 
readability. 

 

3. Evaluates the usefulness and quality of 
information based on intended purpose.  
 

• Seeks, finds and uses content area text to 
complete various tasks. 

• Demonstrates in a visual presentation (sign, 
poster, etc.). 

• Demonstrates in a tactic/informational form 
(brochure, schedule, newsletter, etc.). 

• Skims and reads to assess whether selected 
materials match purpose. 

• Can use teacher created tool to assess 
usefulness of materials and text. 
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4.  Connects information and events in text to life 
experiences and to related text and sources. 

• Create a “Me to the World” diagram using 
elements from various texts at the end of a 
unit. 

 

C.  Student reads a wide range of literature from 
many periods and cultures. 

  

1. Recognizes, compares and contrasts literature 
from a wide range of themes from different 
periods and cultures. 

• Makes comparisons between current types 
of text and past types of text in their similar 
genre (magazines then and now, newspapers 
then and now) or over time on a timeline. 

 

2. Describes the connection between two or 
more historical pieces of literature with 
today’s literary works, citing evidence to 
substantiate those connections. 
 

• Can cite evidence to substantiate 
connections between two or more historical 
pieces of literature. 

• Can complete a three column chart or 
bubble map linking connections between 
texts. 

 

D.  Student comprehends a wide range of non-text  
      material, including spoken dramatized and  
      visual texts. 

  

1.   Studies and creates visual texts-including  
      narrative and documentary films, television,   
      advertisements, maps, illustrations,  
      multimedia/CD resources, and other graphic  
      displays – making information accessible  
      and usable.  

• Creates and delivers demonstrations or 
dramatizations that relay information to an 
audience using visual aides and/or 
technological tools. 

 

2.  Comprehends and extracts information from a  
     wide range of non-textual representations   
     (visuals) of information (tables, charts,  
     diagrams, and illustrations). 

• Can answer essential and specific questions 
whose answers can be extracted from data 
(charts, tables, pictures, diagrams, etc.). 

• Develop various charts from collected class 
data (i.e., favorite movie, dog, food, etc.) 
and develop questions that whole class must 
answer. 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 2: Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate text. 
 
NCTE Standard 3. 
 
Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior experience, 
their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, 
and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
NCTE Standard 6. 
 
Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative 
language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts. 
 
 
Critical to Mastery in Grade 5: 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student applies phonological awareness that  
      words can be broken down into separate  
      sounds and/or sound units. 

  

B.  Develops and applies word recognition and  
      word analysis skills. 

  

1. Applies word recognition skills (prefixes, 
suffixes, roots, derivatives, context clues and 
word origins) in order to determine word 
meaning, extend and expand vocabulary.  

• Studies and applies knowledge of Greek and 
Latin roots to decipher and decode unknown 
words. 

• Fill in a root word Bingo card at random – 
teacher gives clues and students cover 
corresponding root, prefix or suffix. 

• Student can break unknown words into parts 
to reach meaning. 

• Assesses and identifies commonalities 
between and among words. 

• Can classify words. 

 

2. Accesses and uses word reference materials 
(e.g., glossary, dictionary, thesaurus, and 
online reference tools) to verify spelling, 

• Students can find specific words and their 
meanings in a dictionary or thesaurus to 
verify spelling, meaning and usage. 
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pronunciation, and to extend word meaning. 
3. Identifies the meaning of abbreviations. • Can write and use abbreviations of proper 

nouns correctly in context (letters, etc.). 
 

C.  Expands vocabulary by using a variety of 
methods. 

  

1. Uses context clues to define meaning and 
explain frequently used synonyms, antonyms, 
homonyms, and homographs. 

 

• Can write the words around a new or 
unknown word to ascertain its meaning 
(direct definition, etc.). 

 

2. Defines the meaning of unknown words by 
using context clues, text structures and textual 
features. 

• Students cite page numbers and text that 
support word meaning. 

 

3. Identifies the intended effect of persuasive 
vocabulary (e.g., loaded/emotional words, 
exaggeration, euphemisms) that the author 
uses to influence readers’ opinions. 

• Students can point to where in text an author 
uses emotional words, exaggeration and 
euphemisms. 

• Students can discuss how such things are 
used and why (what is their impact on a 
story). 

 

4. Selects key vocabulary critical to the text and 
applies appropriate meaning to gain and relate 
understanding. 

• Writes sentences using new words in 
context. 

• Completes a Frayer model or four square 
diagram to demonstrate understanding of 
extended word meaning. 

 

5. Connects words to other context areas (using 
context clues). 

• Students use words or word wall 
interchangeably from content to content. 

 

6. Learns and determines the meanings of words 
and phrases relevant to content areas. 

• Students build and keep notebook of content 
specific vocabulary. 

• Students create vocabulary foldables for 
stories, topics or themes. 

• Students make connections between content 
areas through the use of all vocabulary. 

• Students engage in exercises, games and 
working with word activities that support 
the learning of grade level appropriate, 
content specific vocabulary. (Marzano’s 
strategies) 

 

7. Classifies words into categories and uses them 
for a specifically intended purpose.  

• Students articulate meaning and use words  
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from Biblical teachings and religion lessons. 
8. Accesses and uses word reference tools 

(dictionary, thesaurus, glossary). 
• Students can use dictionaries and thesaurus 

both in and out of classroom to verify 
spelling, word meaning and word use. 

• Students can access online Word tools 
(spelling, grammar, meaning and word use). 

 

D.   Reads phrases, sentences and passages with   
       sufficient accuracy and fluency to support  
       comprehension.  

  

1. Monitors own comprehension by adjusting 
speed to fit the purpose for the type of text 
being read. 

• Modifies and adjusts pace of reading to 
match genre type (fiction, non-fiction). 

 

2. Demonstrates oral fluency by reading with 
proper pacing, intonation and expression 
accurately. 

• Student can read a character’s part (can get 
into the character’s role) appropriately, 
portraying the character with proper dialect, 
pacing and intonation. 

 

3. Monitors own comprehension by returning to 
text to skim, scan, review and summarize 
what has been read. 

• Reviews text that has been previously read 
in order to outline and summarize content 
individually, with partners or group. 

 

4. Expands knowledge base by connecting new 
information read to prior knowledge. 

• Students create representations of full topic 
including information or knowledge learned 
from previous lessons across content areas. 

 

5. Integrates information from several texts on 
the same subject in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 

• Uses different resources about a specific 
topic to write an informational brochure or 
diagram. 

 

6. Reads independently. • Turn in weekly reader logs where students 
provide information on page numbers read, 
time, etc. 

 

E.   Demonstrates literal comprehension skills.   
1. Selects, uses and produces appropriate 

graphic organizers to suit purpose. 
• Can select or produce a graphic organizer 

for the purposes of comparing and 
contrasting, classifying or categorizing or 
sequencing. 

 

2. Identifies key elements from the text (main 
ideas, setting, characters, events, and elements 
of plot).  

• Can create a story map with all key 
elements cited. 

 

3. Summarizes critical information from a • Can utilize and complete a template that  
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variety of text, including main ideas and 
supporting details. 

supports a complete summary (who, what, 
when, where, why and how). 

• Can write a summary from an outline that 
they have constructed. 

4. Identifies the defining characteristics of 
poetry, drama, fiction and non-fiction.  

• Can discuss describe and list the differences 
between poetry (types), fiction and non-
fiction and their structures. 

 

5. Identifies and orders sequence of events in 
text.  

• Can order events of common folk tales and 
fairy tales. 

• Can place major historical events on a 
timeline – using text like a social studies 
chapter. 

 

6. Clarifies, follows, and defines steps in a 
process (including sets of directions or 
instructions). 

• Can write a set of step-by-step 
directions/instructions that describe a daily 
task (peanut butter sandwich). 

 

7. Can utilize multi-step directions to follow a 
process to accomplish a task or complete a 
project. 

• Places steps of a recipe in proper order and 
makes food product (muffins, pancakes, 
etc.). 

• Discusses a simple process to a kindergarten 
student and then teaches them the process 
(how to tie a shoe). 

 

8. Constructs meaning from text by posing 
questions to be answered while reading. 

• Answers questions posed by others about a 
particular food product using food labels. 

• Students answer questions whose answers 
can be found on cereal boxes. 

 

9. Explains the influence of setting on a 
selection.  

• Students reset a scene from a children’s 
fairy tale and discuss how the new setting 
impacts mood and feeling. 

 

10. Identifies the incidents of a plot sequence and 
explain how they influence future action 
(predict). 

• Students write reasonable predictions for 
next events on dry erase boards (turn over) 
then, after story’s events occur, share and 
check predictions – do this for each days 
reading of the story or text. 

 

11. Identifies the use of literary devices in text 
(foreshadowing, flash-back, etc.). 

• Pick out examples of foreshadowing, 
flashback, etc. from a “line-up” of 
manipulatives that have been extracted from 
various texts. 
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12. Identifies the theme (moral, lesson, meaning, 
message, view or comment on life) of a 
literary selection and components of a plot 
(i.e. main events, conflict, rising action, 
climax, falling action, resolution).  

• Students practice and then demonstrate the 
extraction of phrases or lines from literary 
selections that will substantiate 
understanding of a theme. 

• Students highlight text that supports their 
understanding of moral, lesson or comment 
on life. 

 

13. Identifies the narrative point of view (e.g., 
first person, third person, omniscient) in a 
literary selection. 

• Students can identify author’s point of view 
by finding signal words like I, we, or me to 
ascertain. 

 

14. Identify types of poetry (e.g., free verse, 
haiku, cinquain, limericks). 

• Knows and can demonstrate various 
formulas used to write specific types of 
poetry (haiku, cinquain, etc.). 

 

15. Locates and understand how text features (i.e. 
format, graphics, sequence, diagrams, 
illustrations, charts and maps) make 
information accessible and usable. 

• Use information extracted from text features 
to answer open-ended questions derived 
specifically from pictures, charts, data, etc. 

 

F.   Demonstrates interpretive comprehension  
       skills. 

  

1. Distinguishes fact from opinion, and analyzes 
relevant from irrelevant information in text 
for the purposes of justifying inferences. 

 

• Identifies facts as statements that can be 
proven true or false and opinions as 
someone’s feelings or ideas about a 
subject. 

• Students prove statements on a list to be 
true or false, fact or opinion using 
reference books, measurement or 
observation. 

 

2. Justifies inferences made from text, and can 
cite evidence to substantiate from text 
structures – maps, charts and diagrams. 

• Cites evidence from text (page numbers, 
author’s statements, phrases and words) that 
justify their understanding of material read 
or answers to questions. 

 

3. Makes critical comparisons across texts 
(compare and contrast). 

 
 
 

• Knows that to compare means to find 
similarities that to contrast means to find 
differences between two or more things, 
subjects, topics, etc. and then constructs a 
diagram showing either or both. 

 

4. Distinguishes between 
• fiction from non-fiction 

• Knows what distinguishes each of the stated 
elements and demonstrates how to 
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• main ideas from details 
• cause and effect 

differentiate using an appropriate graphic 
organizer for each. 

• Can sort a variety of text that has been read 
into the appropriate category. 

5. Compares important details about a topic, 
using different sources of information (books, 
newspapers, magazines and online resources). 

• Can post various details about a selected 
topic, placing pertinent information into a 
matrix that cites sources from which the 
information came. 

 

6. Compares/contrasts the choices, actions and 
behaviors of literary characters to Catholic 
Christian values. 

• Identify a character’s qualities, weaknesses 
and motives using Catholic core values to 
measure the integrity of a character. 

• Decide corrective actions that a character 
might have taken given our Christian values 
and virtues. 

 

7. Identifies and uses strategies to present 
information that informs, entertains and 
influences an audience. 

• Creatively presents information that 
persuades classmates to try a new product (a 
product of their design) invention 
convention can be held. 

 

8. Identifies, and explains examples of cause and 
effect in both informational and fictional text, 
referencing the text to provide evidence.  

• Can point out specific examples of cause 
and effect given various scenarios. 

• Can independently seek out examples from 
various content areas read (science, social 
studies, etc.) cite and share. 

 

9. Evaluates the usefulness and quality of 
information and ideas based on purpose. 

• Can use a template to help them filter 
information from a variety of sources 
(magazines, books, websites) in order to 
write a short three – five paragraph report. 

 

10. Identifies and explains the author’s use of 
figurative language in literary works 
including: idioms, similes, metaphors, 
hyperboles, personification, paradox and 
puns. 

• Can identify and interpret where, why and 
how an author is using figurative language 
and can state how it impacts the meaning of 
what is being read. 

 

11. Interprets how an author’s choice or use of 
words appeals to the senses, evokes feelings 
and suggests mood.  

• Students can identify words that an author 
uses to appeal to the senses or to create a 
feeling or mood, and then practices using 
the same words or phrases in their own 
writing of sentences or short stories. 

 

12. Connects themes and ideas across disciplines • Can fill-in and complete a graphic.  
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through literature. 
13. Explains how a character’s thoughts, actions, 

and words reveal their motivations.  
• Construct a character wheel – identifying 

each main character and describing the main 
aspects of each – actions, voice, thoughts. 

 

14. Identifies themes, motives, conflicts and 
author’s purpose. 

• Constructs a foldable that identifies each of 
these pre-selected elements – answering in 
good detail. 

 

15. Analyzes and evaluates social issues 
presented in text from the perspective of 
Catholic tradition and doctrine. 

 

• Can identify social injustices in text, define 
the causes and affects of the injustice and 
devise an action or solution to the problem, 
based on Catholic values and teachings. 

 

16. Analyzes and interprets social issues in texts 
through the lens of Catholic teachings and 
tradition and makes connections to self. 

 

• Students explore connections between text 
and self (personal beliefs – vs. – world) and 
writes in writing journal (share at regular 
class intervals). 

 

G.  Demonstrates critical thinking skills.   
1. Identifies and explains an author’s purpose for 

writing and can discern between to explain, to 
entertain, to inform, or to persuade.   

• Creates a visual or brochure that explains 
and discusses the four main reasons an 
author writes and posts (lists) stories read 
into each of the categories (add to all year) 
or, full class can construct a giant poster that 
is always on display in the classroom. 

 

2. Makes informed decisions about bias, 
propaganda, stereotyping, and media 
techniques (including marketing). 

• Can disaggregate various ads and 
commercials (magazine ads, or pre-recorded 
from TV) to discern meaning and can 
identify underlying messages and 
persuasive techniques. 

 

3. Expresses an opinion that is supported by text. • Can substantiate opinion about a character, 
topic or event, and use textbook to support 
it (create commercials about smoking, 
pollution, risky behavior). 

 

4. Analyzes and summarizes information found 
in maps, charts, tables, diagrams, etc. 

• Students create maps, charts, tables and 
diagrams from data that they have collected 
and develop and pose questions to the class 
that can be answered, using their data. 

 

5. Summarizes stated and implied themes from a 
text selection.  

• Students compile a log of stories read, and 
implied themes. 
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• Students re-read childhood fables and place 
into log with implied themes. 

6. Identifies a problem and suggests a logical 
solution.  

 
 

• Clearly identifies and states problem and 
constructs a solution alone or in a group. 

• Student re-writes the end to a tragedy, 
constructing a positive outcome or ending. 

 

7. Asks clarifying and essential questions and 
searches for answers within the text to 
construct meaning. 

• Can construct logical questions to be 
answered by self and others after initial 
building of background. 

• Can complete a K/W/L chart after reading 
text. 

 

8.   Constructs various outcomes or makes a 
variety of predictions on future actions and 
events. 

• Rewrites ending of a story with a different 
outcome. 

 

9.   Answers essential questions both evaluative  
      and influential to demonstrate comprehension.  

• Leads class or group discussions that answer 
essential questions posed before reading. 

 

  10.  Makes predictions of future actions and  
         events, using specific references from the text. 

• Creates a web of possible events.  

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 3: Students demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing process and write to 

communicate for a variety of purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 5. 
 
Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with 
difference audiences for a variety of purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 4. 
 
Students adjust their use of spoken, written and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a 
variety of audiences for different purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 12. 
 
Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the 
exchange of information). 
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Critical for Mastery in Grade 5 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  
 

A.  Penmanship/ Handwriting    
1. Produces cursive letters correctly and legibly 

with correct spacing. 
• Keeps a writers composition book that 

demonstrates proper letter form (both upper 
and lower case) with appropriate strokes and 
structure. 

 

B.  Student understands and develops a process of 
pre-writing. 

  

1. Generates ideas through a variety of activities 
(e.g., brainstorming, graphic organizer, 
drawing, writer’s notebook).  

• Engages in a variety of brainstorming 
activities designed to “open-up” writing 
instincts and creative response to questions 
or prompts by using a journal. 

• Uses note cards to research a topic – then 
prioritizes and sorts for use. 

 

2. Determines and writes for a variety of 
audiences and purposes. 

• Shows a full scope of writing skills in a 
journal or through more formal writing 
pieces like book reports or research papers. 

 

3. Maintains a writing notebook or journal.  • Keeps a writers composition book that is 
used regularly to write grammatical rules, 
examples, ideas and responses to prompts. 

 

4. Begins to write from different points of view. • Demonstrates knowledge of cue words used 
to articulate in 1st person and uses words to 
express a minor story. 

• Can write a minor idea or story in 2nd 
person. 

 

5. Uses time management strategies when 
appropriate to meet requirements of timed 
assessments (to prompts).  

• Practices writing to timed prompts both 
short (10 – 15 minutes) and long (25 – 30 
minutes) which includes creating a map and 
using it to write a final piece to a selected 
prompt. 

 

C.  Student applies drafting skills.   
1. Uses a pre-writing plan to develop a draft 

with main ideas and supporting details. 
• Student takes basic planning tool that has 

been completed and constructs a primary 
draft using main ideas in plan and extending 

 



Archdiocese of Santa Fe Language Arts/English Curriculum 2011                                                              108 

to incorporate some details. 
2. Constructs or uses a variety of pre-writing 

formulas, templates or tools (graphic 
organizers) and maps to firmly establish ideas 
and secondary points of interest, that connect 
to central theme. 

• Students write formal letters both business 
and personal using a template. 

 

3. States and develops a clear and central idea 
appropriate to the type of writing (ideas link 
to a main message). 

• Student develops a clear and singular focus 
on a central theme or topic from a rough 
draft and makes corrections based on 
suggestions to rough draft. 

 

D.   Student evaluates and revises the rough draft 
for clarity and effectiveness. 

  

1. Adds relevant details and voice to the draft to 
more effectively accomplish the purpose. 

• Personal voice is reflected in final draft.  

2. Deletes irrelevant and/or redundant 
information from the draft to more effectively 
accomplish the purpose. 

• Accepts suggestions to draft and modifies 
final writing to more accurately 
communicate intended points. 

 

3. Evaluates a draft for use of ideas and content, 
organization, voice, word choice, and 
sentence fluency. 

• Incorporates ideas and suggestions in final 
draft from 1st draft. 

 

4. Rearranges or modifies words, sentences, and 
paragraphs to clarify the meaning or to 
enhance the draft. 

• Uses a broad variety of words – extends self 
to use synonyms to express self. 

 

5. Adds transitional words, phrases, and/or 
sentences to clarify meaning or enhance the 
writing style or meaning of the draft.  

• Elicits teacher or parental support to write 
the final draft – using initial edited draft as 
basic premise. 

 

E.   Applies editing skills   
1. Proofreads own writing and writing of others 

to identify punctuation, spelling and grammar 
usage errors in the draft. 

• Self edits 1st rough draft and reviews after 
parent or teacher editing. 

• Proofreads a classmates writing using 
editing marks and rubrics. 

 

2. Uses resources, reference materials and 
technology to modify and select more precise 
vocabulary. 

• Student extends word usage to incorporate 
the use of dictionaries, thesaurus and 
internet to find alternative word choices that 
will enrich writing and expression. 

 

3. Proofreads writing and edits to improve 
conventions, and identifies and corrects 
fragments and run-ons. 

• Student works from 1st draft to improve 
sentence structure and perform corrective 
measures on punctuation. 

 



Archdiocese of Santa Fe Language Arts/English Curriculum 2011                                                              109 

4. Applies tools (rubrics, checklists, peer 
review) to judge the quality of writing. 

• Judges writing of others and self using a 
clearly defined rubric. 

 

5. Understands and applies proofreading marks 
to indicate errors. 

• Changes writing using editing marks placed 
on initial drafts. 

• Can apply editing marks to work of others. 

 

F.   Student publishes writing applications.   
1. Prepares writing pieces that follow format 

appropriate to purpose and audience (oral 
presentation, manuscript, multimedia). 

• Student can follow specific instructions and 
templates to create a piece of writing 
specific to a purpose in various content 
areas and create presentation visuals to 
enhance an oral presentation of the written 
piece with graphics and text. 

 

2. Publishes pieces for display or for sharing 
with others. 

• Follows a template or process and displays 
how they went from one to the other step-
by-step. 

• Creates a book cover to accompany a book 
report. 

 

3. Presentation visuals are schematically 
balanced, with main ideas clearly represented. 

• Visual presentations (diagrams, posters, 
etc.) illustrate main ideas presented with 
combined graphics, lettering and 
illustrations. 

 

4. Uses graphics (e.g., drawings, charts, graphs), 
when applicable, to enhance the final product. 

 
 

• Student demonstrates a creative 
interpretation of ideas related to a central 
topic or theme using appropriate visuals that 
are created using technology. 

 

G.  Student develops and applies the writing 
element of ideas and content. 

  

1. Expresses ideas that are clear and directly 
related to the topic. 

• Can write a multi-paragraph composition 
that stays on point with support from 
sources. 

• Can convert an outline of a chapter into a 
synthesized, focused composition. 

 

2. Provides content and selected details that are 
well-suited to audience and purpose. 

• Participates in debates or panel discussions 
that support a position or stance on a topic. 

 

3. Uses relevant details to provide adequate 
support for ideas. 

• Can answer open-ended questions using an 
A-C-E rubric. (A=answer the 
question/C=cite evidence from the 
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text/E=explain or expand answer). 
H.  Develops and applies the element of  
      organization to address the structure of the  
      writing. 

  

1. Uses an organizational structure including 
templates that fit the type of writing (e.g., 
letter format, narrative, poetry).  

• Can follow specific formulas to write 
cinquain, poem, haiku, memos, and business 
or friendly letters to business, families and 
friends or historical figures. 

 

2. Organizes writing into a logical sequence that 
is clear to the audience, grouping related ideas 
into paragraphs, including topic sentences 
following paragraph form and structure and 
maintains a consistent focus across 
paragraphs. 

• Can write the sequence used to do a multi-
step math problem. 

• Write up a science experiment or recipe in a 
multi-paragraph form using transition words 
or time order words. 

 

3. Constructs paragraphs that group sentences 
around a topic; and place paragraphs in a 
particular order central to the theme or topic.  

• Uses sentence and paragraph sequencing 
manipulatives to order ideas that focus on 
theme. 

 

4. Uses a variety of words or phrases that create 
smooth connections and effective transitions. 

 

• Creates an outline of a fairy tale or folktale 
and connects the events using transitional 
words in sequential order to retell the tale. 

 

I.    Implements voice according to the type of 
writing (formal or casual, distant or personal), 
depending on audience and purpose.  

  

1. Chooses language that is well suited to the 
topic and audience in both writing and oral 
presentation. 

• Write a letter to the principal requesting a 
policy/rule change. 

• Write a proposal to the principal requesting 
permission to conduct a community service 
project. 

 

2. Conveys a sense of originality, sincerity, 
liveliness, or humor appropriate to topic and 
type of writing. 

• Writes a prayer to be used in a class prayer 
book that is consistently used. 

• Re-writes the words of a comic or comic 
strip lines from a newspaper or political 
cartoon. 

 

J.   Utilizes specific and accurate words (Word 
Choice) to convey the intended message. 

  

1. Shows awareness of the audience through 
word choice and style. 

• Writes and delivers a speech from the point 
of view of an historical figure. 
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2. Applies vocabulary and/or terminology 
appropriate to the type of writing (academic 
language). 

• Uses specific geographic terminology to 
create clues that challenge classmates on 
how to use longitude and latitude to find a 
specific location. 

 

3. Uses language appropriate for topic and 
purpose, including literal and figurative 
language. 

• Competes in idiom game challenge. 
• Can identify lines in “Paul Revere’s Ride” 

that are either literal or figurative and sorts 
them. 

 

4. Uses descriptive words and phrases that 
energize the writing. 

• Students participate in “Catch Phrase”, a 
word game. 

• Given a set of pictures of items glued to 
index cards, students write words that 
describe that item on the back. 

 

K.  Sentence use addresses the rhythm and flow of 
language (Sentence fluency).  

  

1. Writes complete simple and compound 
sentences. 

• Diagrams and dissagrerates sentences.  

2. Uses a variety of sentences correctly by 
punctuating them properly to avoid fragments 
and run-ons. 

• Presented a variety of sentence fragments, 
students can match a proper second half to 
modify the fragment into a complete 
sentence. 

• Can split run-on sentences into compound 
or complex sentences. 

 

3. Recognizes and uses varied sentence types 
(interrogative, declarative, imperative and 
exclamatory) and openings. 

• Using a dry erase board, students identify 
sentence types when orally presented to 
them by teacher – then, students hold up 
boards with answers facing the teacher who 
does a quick check of answers. 

 

4. Identifies and uses various elements of a 
sentence: 
• subject-verb agreement 
• prepositional phrases 

• Participates in “call-out” matching game-  
       having students write answers on a dry  
       erase board.  

 

5. Varies sentence beginnings, lengths, and 
patterns to enhance the flow of the writing. 

• Writes one sentence in a variety of ways.  

6. Uses effective and natural dialogue when 
appropriate. 

• Can create cartoons using appropriate 
dialogue and in appropriate form. 

• Can paraphrase a television or radio 
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commercial. 
7. Writes sentences that flow together and sound 

natural when read aloud. 
• Reads written sentences to a classmate to 

check for flow and fluency. 
 

L.   Understands and uses conventions to address 
the mechanics of writing. 

  

1. Uses punctuation correctly: 
• quotation marks around dialogue or titles 
• commas in a series 
• commas in greetings and closings in 

letters 
• commas in dates 
• commas before introductory words 
• direct address 
• apostrophes in contractions and 

possessives 
• underling or italics to identify titles of 

documents 
• colon to punctuate time 
• business letters and salutations 

• Can model and demonstrate the proper use  
of punctuation in various forms of writing,   
both formal and informal. 

• Uses technological tools – grammar and  
spell check (word processing/desktop    
publishing). 

• Edits daily messages, finding and fixing  
improper use of punctuation where needed. 

• Applies traditional proofreading symbols to  
a given piece of writing. 

• Practices peer editing with use of rubrics for  
proofing. 

 

2. Identifies and correctly uses parts of speech: 
• nouns, including irregular plurals and 

possessives 
• nouns and pronouns in agreement 
• verbs including past, present and future 

tenses 
• adjectives and adverbs 
• prepositions 
• conjunctions and interjections 
• pronouns, including subject, object, 

possessive 

• Diagrams sentences in a written paragraph. 
• Creates “Mad Lib” type writing activities 

for others to complete.  Blank spaces are left 
in sentences (close activity) designating the 
part of speech that is needed in the space. 

 

3. Punctuates endings of sentences using 
question marks, periods or exclamation 
points. 

• Sorts unpunctuated sentences by type and 
correctly applies ending marks. 

 

4. Uses correct capitalization 
• proper nouns 
• literary titles 
• titles 

• Corrects formal and informal writings 
placed on overhead where capitalization has 
been left out. 
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• abbreviations 
• words used as names (e.g., Mother, 

Uncle Jim) 
5. Spells and uses derivatives correctly including 

roots, suffixes and prefixes. 
• Students participate in team challenge 

games. 
• Students use letter tiles or scrabble cads 

with a partner to challenge them in the 
correct spelling of words. 

 

6. Uses and spells contractions, plurals and 
inflectional endings (e.g., ed, ing), 
homophones and abbreviations correctly. 

• Students participate in team challenge 
games. 

• Students use letter tiles or scrabble cads 
with a partner to challenge them in the 
correct spelling of words. 

 

7. Use resources (e.g., dictionary, word lists, 
spelling/grammar checkers, spell-check, etc.) 
to correct misspellings. 

• Students can order words alphabetically 
• Students can move seamlessly or fluidly 

from dictionary, to thesaurus, etc. 

 

8. Indents paragraph breaks to indicate 
organizational structure. 

• Follows template structure as cues on where 
to indent. 

 

M.  Student composes writing applications.   
1. Responds to prompts and demonstrates flow, 

organization, and clarity of thought. 
• Practices writing timed responses in a 

journal. 
 

2. Identifies and understands differences 
between various writing applications. 

• Can read various types of selected pieces of 
writing and identify each of them as 
expository, persuasive, etc. 

 

3. Writes interpretive and organized responses to 
novels, stories and poems, using evidence 
from text to support interpretation.   

• Can emulate book reviews given by 
publishers at the front of a book on a given 
book that whole class has read. 

 

4. Addresses an envelope for correspondence. • Writes postcards to elderly pen pal in a 
home or child in a hospital. 

 

5. Writes narratives with dialogue, that develops 
characters, setting, and plot and logical 
sequence of events. 

• Rewrites and changes the end of a well-
known fairy tale or story. 

 

6. Writes a multi-paragraph book report that 
identifies the: 
• main idea 
• character(s) 
• setting  

• Can identify each of the main elements of a 
book report in a variety of ways: 

o Cereal box format. 
o Mini bulletin cork board book 

display. 
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• sequence of events 
• conflict/resolution 
• dialogue 
• characterization 
• plot 
• ‘is appropriately formatted 

o Book in a Box – story elements are 
contained in a shoebox that is 
decorated with story elements. 

o Formal report that is derived from 
elements addressed on a rough-draft 
template and is multi-paragraph. 

7. Writes in a variety of expository forms (e.g., 
essay, summary, newspaper article, reflective 
paper, log, journal and/or paragraphs that may 
contain:  
• a topic sentence 
• supporting details, and 
• relevant information 

• Expands a R.A.F.T.S (Role, Audience, 
Format, Topic, Strong Verb) for an 
expository text. 

• Writes news stories to be shared with whole 
class in a cardboard cut-out television. 

• Student engages in Hall of Fame project  
using the biography of a famous American.  
Students are then required to dress as their 
famous American and present themselves 
(1st person) in a gallery-type forum. 

 

8. Writes both friendly and business letters that 
state purpose, make requests, or give 
compliments in correct formats. 

• Writes a letter to Santa requesting the 
resolution to a world problem or social 
issue. 

• Answers responses to open-ended questions 
– using an ACE rubric (A=answer the 
question/C=cite evidence from the 
text/E=explain or expand the answer). 

 

9. Writes a variety of functional text (directions, 
recipes, procedures, graphs, tables, labels, 
rubrics). 

• Can convert survey findings into 
appropriate type of chart or table. 

• Writes a set of oral directions. 

 

10. Writes persuasive text (e.g., advertisements, 
paragraphs) that attempts to influence the 
reader. 

• Writes a script with dialogue opposing high-
risk behaviors such as smoking, teenage 
drinking, DWI, texting while driving, etc. 
(then dramatizes). 

 

11. Writes a reflection to a literary selection (e.g., 
journal, entry, book review).  

• Students write questions in leveled reading 
groups for others in the group to answer. 

• Students illustrate story elements in a 
journal. 

 

12. Writes a response that demonstrates an 
understanding of a literary selection, and 
depending on the selection includes: 

• Student writes a response to a literary 
selection while using a check listed rubric to 
verify that all required elements have been 
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• evidence from the text 
• personal experience 
• comparison to other texts/media 

addressed. 

13. Produces and keeps notes, and journals for 
writing, or for study.  

• Students create, keep a collection of various 
maps and keys for social studies lessons. 

• Students engage in Test Prep strategies and 
collect in a folder for later reference. 

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 4: Students use a variety of informational and technological resources to acquire, assess and 

communicate information.      
 
NCTE Standard 7. 
 
Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions and by posing problems.  They gather, evaluate, and 
synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit 
their purpose and audience. 
 
NCTE Standard 8. 
 
Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and 
synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 5 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  
 

A.  Student demonstrates research techniques.   
1. Demonstrates research techniques including 

library skills, and internet use to both research 
and compose text. 

• Student multi-media presentations include  
       bibliographies that cite internet sites used. 
• Student can use desktop publishing, 

Microsoft Word, etc. to publish a written 
piece. 

 

2. Locates and gathers relevant information from 
multiple sources and selects sources that 

• Can illustrate with a graphic organizer from  
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support central ideas, concepts and themes. which sources, main ideas and concepts 
were developed (article, author, title). 

3. Compares and contrasts important findings 
and selects sources that support ideas, 
concepts and themes. 

• Uses a graphic organizer to lay out key 
concepts that align to the topic or theme and 
prioritizes key points by relevance. 

 

4. Conducts background reading, interviews and 
surveys when appropriate. 

• Selects and develops a research plan that 
includes information acquired from a survey 
of classmates and relatives or from a direct 
interview with a living elderly person, priest 
or community leader. 

 

B.  Student demonstrates the use of informational  
      resources. 

  

1. Organizes and summarizes information from 
multiple sources (notes, outlines, charts, 
tables, and reference materials) in a 
systematic way. 

• Gathers information on one theme using 
three different sources that provide 
information in various formats (e.g., 
website, magazine, travel brochure). 

 

2. Cites sources of information using correct 
bibliography format. 

• Demonstrates appropriate bibliography 
formats (books, magazines, websites, 
encyclopedias) for formal research report 
such as a biography or historical event. 

 

3. Defines plagiarism and knows the difference 
between plagiarism and real research. 

• Students can paraphrase and summarize 
information found from a variety of sources 
and websites. 

• Students use a hand-held voting panel to 
decide whether an oral interpretation of text 
has been plagiarized. 

 

C.  Student demonstrates the use of technological 
resources. 

  

1. Acquires information from the Internet, 
videos, CD-roms, etc. 

• Students choose a particular research system 
and illustrate how the system was used. 

 

D.  Student communicates his/her discoveries.   
1. Communicates findings orally, visually, 

and/or in writing using multimedia formats 
when appropriate (display boards, 
PowerPoint, etc.). 

• Student can create a PowerPoint 
presentation that is pragmatic and sequential 
and includes clip art and slide transitions. 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 5:      Students demonstrate competence in speaking, listening and viewing as tools       
     for learning and effective communication. 

 
NCTE Standard 4. 
 
Students adjust their use of spoken, written and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a 
variety of audiences for different purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 12. 
 
Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the 
exchange of information). 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 5 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student listens to and views different materials 
from a variety of media, and in a variety of 
situations. 

  

1. Demonstrates active listening strategies 
(asking focused questions, responding to cues, 
and making eye contact showing courtesy and 
respect). 

• Constructs questions to ask on index cards 
after an oral presentation. 

• Can repeat and follow a set of oral 
instructions or directions. 

• Can go to board and write a set of oral 
directions for classmates. 

 

2. Interprets main idea and draws conclusions 
from oral presentations and multimedia 
presentations. 

• Can identify the theme or moral of a story 
from the Bible or the Gospel read and 
discussed at weekly school Mass. 

 

3. Restates and carries out a variety of oral 
instructions. 

• Relays or rewrites a set of instructions to a 
classmate who has been absent. 

 

4. Answers specific questions related to an oral 
or visual presentation. 

• Can answer student generated questions 
after an oral and/or visual presentation 
(reciprocal teaching). 

 

5. Identifies the speaker’s purpose in 
presentations and visual media. 

• Fill in a K-W-L chart related to a classmates 
presentation. 

 



Archdiocese of Santa Fe Language Arts/English Curriculum 2011                                                              118 

6. Discusses and cites how facts and opinions 
are used to shape perspective.   

 

• Disaggregates television and magazine ads 
and identifies misrepresentation, 
exaggeration and methods of persuasion. 

 

B.  Student uses language and speaking skills  
      appropriate to the audience, situation and  
      purpose. 

  

1.   Uses speaking skills and procedures to  
      participate in group discussions: 

• appropriate volume and rate 
• courtesy and equal “air time” 
• appropriate language and vocabulary 

• Demonstrates appropriate etiquette in 
various group settings – discussion points 
are relevant and on-topic. 

 

2.   Delivers informative presentations that: 
• present events or ideas in logical 

sequence 
• maintain clear focus 
• demonstrate knowledge of topic 
• have an engaging opening, body and 

conclusion 
• move back and forth from visuals and 

media when appropriate 

• Student designs, develops and delivers a 
class lesson on a topic of choice in any 
content area. 

 

3.   Memorizes prayers, Bible verses or poems and 
recites them in proper pitch, tempo and tone. 

• Recite the Nicene Creed, Prayer to St. 
Francis or Hail, Holy Queen. 

• Recite Pledge of Allegiance in Spanish. 
• Memorize and recite both school and class 

mission and vision. 

 

C.  Student applies speaking skills in increasingly 
sophisticated ways. 

  

1.  Demonstrates an understanding of the rules of  
     the English language, and selects language  
     appropriate to purpose and audience. 

• Delivers oratory articulating proper sentence 
form, with subject verb agreement. 

 

2. Uses clear diction, pitch, tempo, and tone, and 
adjusts volume and tempo to stress important 
ideas. 

• Can vary oral presentation style to match 
the form of speech or presentation (poem, 
prayer, or read-a-loud). 

 

3. Adjusts speaking content according to the 
needs of the situation, setting, and audience. 

• Changes a written piece to share with 
students at a lower grade level. 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 6: Students use language, literature and media to develop an understanding of and respect for 
diversity of cultures and people.  

 
NCTE Standard 9. 
 
Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, 
geographic regions and social roles. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 5 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  
 

A.   Student uses language, literature and media to 
demonstrate awareness of a variety of 
cultures. 

  

1.   Explains why character types are found in  
      multiple cultures and religions that are  
      reflected in literature and media. 

• Students read fables, tall-tales, myths and 
Bible stories from various cultures and 
select or identify archetypal patterns, 
characters, themes and plots and compares 
and contrasts. 

 

2.   Examines connections between cultures  
      worldwide with American culture as depicted  
      through literature and media. 

• Compare and contrast messages from media 
(product commercials) from various 
countries on a Double Bubble map. 

• Compare and contrast two versions of the 
same film from various countries. 

 

3.    Examines and makes connections between 
literary characters and themes and biblical 
tradition. 

• Compare character traits of universal – type 
characters, or characters from famous 
stories, to those found in Biblical stories. 

 

 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 7:  Students develop an awareness of their own roles within different literacy communities. 
 
NCTE Standard 11. 
 
Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.    
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  
 

A.  Student participates as knowledgeable, 
reflective, creative, and critical member of a 
variety of literacy communities. 

  

1.   Assumes a variety of roles in group  
      discussions and assigned group work or  
      projects. 

• Student can direct, lead, follow and fully 
participate in a group as a productive 
member in every content area through a 
variety of activities. 

 

 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 8: Students read, write and listen to learn about God’s world and to participate fully in parish and 

school community life. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 9: Students use a variety of mediums and methods to communicate and celebrate God’s word and 

to pray. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 10: Students demonstrate an understanding of the personal choices and moral consequences in 

literature and apply these to their own lives. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standards 8, 9 and 10 are to be woven throughout the entire Language Arts Curriculum.   
 
 
 
NCTE Standard 10. 
 
Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to develop competency in the English language arts and to 
develop understanding of content across the curriculum. 
 
Students whose first language is not English should be provided with ample opportunities for developing their English through conversations with 
others and use their knowledge of written language structure in their first language to write competently in English.  Students should be engaged in a 
variety of lessons and activities that develop English Language Arts competency across all curriculum areas. Students should not be separated from 
the general education classroom. Families of these students may need to seek outside resources to assist these learners.  


	BEST PRACTICIESA  Student reads a wide range of literature from many genres: 
	BEST PRACTICIESCan identify and cite evidence of specific indicators that differentiate various literary forms and genres posters booklets foldables and information manuals  Can demonstrate some forms of poetry biographies etc: 
	Can point to specific elements between genres that comparecontrast on a graphic organizer: 
	Can create study maps thinking maps or story maps that identify character setting and plot across genres class discussions graphic organizers etc: 
	Students can match text to purpose via teacher selection rubric  Leisure  Research  Book reports  Students read essential questions at back of story before reading a main selection  Students read test questions before reading a chapter and take notes that can help answer those questions: 
	Seeks and accesses information from various sources public library school library computer lab regarding authors genres and interests for independent reading  Uses skimming skills to assess appropriateness interest level and readability: 
	Seeks finds and uses content area text to complete various tasks  Demonstrates in a visual presentation sign poster etc  Demonstrates in a tacticinformational form brochure schedule newsletter etc  Skims and reads to assess whether selected materials match purpose  Can use teacher created tool to assess usefulness of materials and text: 
	Create a Me to the World diagram using elements from various texts at the end of a unit: 
	Makes comparisons between current types of text and past types of text in their similar genre magazines then and now newspapers then and now or over time on a timeline: 
	Can cite evidence to substantiate connections between two or more historical pieces of literature  Can complete a three column chart or bubble map linking connections between texts: 
	Creates and delivers demonstrations or dramatizations that relay information to an audience using visual aides andor technological tools: 
	Can answer essential and specific questions whose answers can be extracted from data charts tables pictures diagrams etc  Develop various charts from collected class data ie favorite movie dog food etc and develop questions that whole class must answer: 
	BEST PRACTICESA Student applies phonological awareness that words can be broken down into separate sounds andor sound units: 
	BEST PRACTICESB  Develops and applies word recognition and word analysis skills: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudies and applies knowledge of Greek and Latin roots to decipher and decode unknown words  Fill in a root word Bingo card at random  teacher gives clues and students cover corresponding root prefix or suffix  Student can break unknown words into parts to reach meaning  Assesses and identifies commonalities between and among words  Can classify words: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents can find specific words and their meanings in a dictionary or thesaurus to verify spelling meaning and usage: 
	Can write and use abbreviations of proper nouns correctly in context letters etc: 
	Can write the words around a new or unknown word to ascertain its meaning direct definition etc: 
	Students cite page numbers and text that support word meaning: 
	Students can point to where in text an author uses emotional words exaggeration and euphemisms  Students can discuss how such things are used and why what is their impact on a story: 
	Writes sentences using new words in context  Completes a Frayer model or four square diagram to demonstrate understanding of extended word meaning: 
	Students use words or word wall interchangeably from content to content: 
	Students build and keep notebook of content specific vocabulary  Students create vocabulary foldables for stories topics or themes  Students make connections between content areas through the use of all vocabulary  Students engage in exercises games and working with word activities that support the learning of grade level appropriate content specific vocabulary Marzanos strategies: 
	Students articulate meaning and use words: 
	from Biblical teachings and religion lessons: 
	Students can use dictionaries and thesaurus both in and out of classroom to verify spelling word meaning and word use  Students can access online Word tools spelling grammar meaning and word use: 
	Modifies and adjusts pace of reading to match genre type fiction nonfiction: 
	Student can read a characters part can get into the characters role appropriately portraying the character with proper dialect pacing and intonation: 
	Reviews text that has been previously read in order to outline and summarize content individually with partners or group: 
	Students create representations of full topic including information or knowledge learned from previous lessons across content areas: 
	Uses different resources about a specific topic to write an informational brochure or diagram: 
	Turn in weekly reader logs where students provide information on page numbers read time etc: 
	Can select or produce a graphic organizer for the purposes of comparing and contrasting classifying or categorizing or sequencing: 
	Can create a story map with all key elements cited: 
	Can utilize and complete a template that: 
	supports a complete summary who what when where why and how  Can write a summary from an outline that they have constructed: 
	Can discuss describe and list the differences between poetry types fiction and non fiction and their structures: 
	Can order events of common folk tales and fairy tales  Can place major historical events on a timeline  using text like a social studies chapter: 
	Can write a set of stepbystep directionsinstructions that describe a daily task peanut butter sandwich: 
	Places steps of a recipe in proper order and makes food product muffins pancakes etc  Discusses a simple process to a kindergarten student and then teaches them the process how to tie a shoe: 
	Answers questions posed by others about a particular food product using food labels  Students answer questions whose answers can be found on cereal boxes: 
	Students reset a scene from a childrens fairy tale and discuss how the new setting impacts mood and feeling: 
	Students write reasonable predictions for next events on dry erase boards turn over then after storys events occur share and check predictions  do this for each days reading of the story or text: 
	Pick out examples of foreshadowing flashback etc from a lineup of manipulatives that have been extracted from various texts: 
	Students practice and then demonstrate the extraction of phrases or lines from literary selections that will substantiate understanding of a theme  Students highlight text that supports their understanding of moral lesson or comment on life: 
	Students can identify authors point of view by finding signal words like I we or me to ascertain: 
	Knows and can demonstrate various formulas used to write specific types of poetry haiku cinquain etc: 
	Use information extracted from text features to answer openended questions derived specifically from pictures charts data etc: 
	Identifies facts as statements that can be proven true or false and opinions as someones feelings or ideas about a subject  Students prove statements on a list to be true or false fact or opinion using reference books measurement or observation: 
	Cites evidence from text page numbers authors statements phrases and words that justify their understanding of material read or answers to questions: 
	Knows that to compare means to find similarities that to contrast means to find differences between two or more things subjects topics etc and then constructs a diagram showing either or both: 
	Knows what distinguishes each of the stated elements and demonstrates how to: 
	differentiate using an appropriate graphic organizer for each  Can sort a variety of text that has been read into the appropriate category: 
	Can post various details about a selected topic placing pertinent information into a matrix that cites sources from which the information came: 
	Identify a characters qualities weaknesses and motives using Catholic core values to measure the integrity of a character  Decide corrective actions that a character might have taken given our Christian values and virtues: 
	Creatively presents information that persuades classmates to try a new product a product of their design invention convention can be held: 
	Can point out specific examples of cause and effect given various scenarios  Can independently seek out examples from various content areas read science social studies etc cite and share: 
	Can use a template to help them filter information from a variety of sources magazines books websites in order to write a short three  five paragraph report: 
	Can identify and interpret where why and how an author is using figurative language and can state how it impacts the meaning of what is being read: 
	Students can identify words that an author uses to appeal to the senses or to create a feeling or mood and then practices using the same words or phrases in their own writing of sentences or short stories: 
	Can fillin and complete a graphic: 
	Construct a character wheel  identifying each main character and describing the main aspects of each  actions voice thoughts: 
	Constructs a foldable that identifies each of these preselected elements  answering in good detail: 
	Can identify social injustices in text define the causes and affects of the injustice and devise an action or solution to the problem based on Catholic values and teachings: 
	Students explore connections between text and self personal beliefs  vs  world and writes in writing journal share at regular class intervals: 
	Creates a visual or brochure that explains and discusses the four main reasons an author writes and posts lists stories read into each of the categories add to all year or full class can construct a giant poster that is always on display in the classroom: 
	Can disaggregate various ads and commercials magazine ads or prerecorded from TV to discern meaning and can identify underlying messages and persuasive techniques: 
	Can substantiate opinion about a character topic or event and use textbook to support it create commercials about smoking pollution risky behavior: 
	Students create maps charts tables and diagrams from data that they have collected and develop and pose questions to the class that can be answered using their data: 
	Students compile a log of stories read and implied themes: 
	Students reread childhood fables and place into log with implied themes: 
	Clearly identifies and states problem and constructs a solution alone or in a group  Student rewrites the end to a tragedy constructing a positive outcome or ending: 
	Can construct logical questions to be answered by self and others after initial building of background  Can complete a KWL chart after reading text: 
	Rewrites ending of a story with a different outcome: 
	Leads class or group discussions that answer essential questions posed before reading: 
	Creates a web of possible events: 
	BEST PRACTICESKeeps a writers composition book that demonstrates proper letter form both upper and lower case with appropriate strokes and structure: 
	BEST PRACTICESEngages in a variety of brainstorming activities designed to openup writing instincts and creative response to questions or prompts by using a journal  Uses note cards to research a topic  then prioritizes and sorts for use: 
	BEST PRACTICESShows a full scope of writing skills in a journal or through more formal writing pieces like book reports or research papers: 
	BEST PRACTICESKeeps a writers composition book that is used regularly to write grammatical rules examples ideas and responses to prompts: 
	BEST PRACTICESDemonstrates knowledge of cue words used to articulate in 1st person and uses words to express a minor story  Can write a minor idea or story in 2nd person: 
	BEST PRACTICESPractices writing to timed prompts both short 10  15 minutes and long 25  30 minutes which includes creating a map and using it to write a final piece to a selected prompt: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudent takes basic planning tool that has been completed and constructs a primary draft using main ideas in plan and extending: 
	to incorporate some details: 
	Students write formal letters both business and personal using a template: 
	Student develops a clear and singular focus on a central theme or topic from a rough draft and makes corrections based on suggestions to rough draft: 
	Personal voice is reflected in final draft: 
	Accepts suggestions to draft and modifies final writing to more accurately communicate intended points: 
	Incorporates ideas and suggestions in final draft from 1st draft: 
	Uses a broad variety of words  extends self to use synonyms to express self: 
	Elicits teacher or parental support to write the final draft  using initial edited draft as basic premise: 
	Self edits 1st rough draft and reviews after parent or teacher editing  Proofreads a classmates writing using editing marks and rubrics: 
	Student extends word usage to incorporate the use of dictionaries thesaurus and internet to find alternative word choices that will enrich writing and expression: 
	Student works from 1st draft to improve sentence structure and perform corrective measures on punctuation: 
	Judges writing of others and self using a clearly defined rubric: 
	Changes writing using editing marks placed on initial drafts  Can apply editing marks to work of others: 
	Student can follow specific instructions and templates to create a piece of writing specific to a purpose in various content areas and create presentation visuals to enhance an oral presentation of the written piece with graphics and text: 
	Follows a template or process and displays how they went from one to the other step bystep  Creates a book cover to accompany a book report: 
	Visual presentations diagrams posters etc illustrate main ideas presented with combined graphics lettering and illustrations: 
	Student demonstrates a creative interpretation of ideas related to a central topic or theme using appropriate visuals that are created using technology: 
	Can write a multiparagraph composition that stays on point with support from sources  Can convert an outline of a chapter into a synthesized focused composition: 
	Participates in debates or panel discussions that support a position or stance on a topic: 
	Can answer openended questions using an ACE rubric Aanswer the questionCcite evidence from the: 
	textEexplain or expand answer: 
	Can follow specific formulas to write cinquain poem haiku memos and business or friendly letters to business families and friends or historical figures: 
	Can write the sequence used to do a multi step math problem  Write up a science experiment or recipe in a multiparagraph form using transition words or time order words: 
	Uses sentence and paragraph sequencing manipulatives to order ideas that focus on theme: 
	Creates an outline of a fairy tale or folktale and connects the events using transitional words in sequential order to retell the tale: 
	Write a letter to the principal requesting a policyrule change  Write a proposal to the principal requesting permission to conduct a community service project: 
	Writes a prayer to be used in a class prayer book that is consistently used  Rewrites the words of a comic or comic strip lines from a newspaper or political cartoon: 
	Writes and delivers a speech from the point of view of an historical figure: 
	Uses specific geographic terminology to create clues that challenge classmates on how to use longitude and latitude to find a specific location: 
	Competes in idiom game challenge  Can identify lines in Paul Reveres Ride that are either literal or figurative and sorts them: 
	Students participate in Catch Phrase a word game  Given a set of pictures of items glued to index cards students write words that describe that item on the back: 
	Diagrams and dissagrerates sentences: 
	Presented a variety of sentence fragments students can match a proper second half to modify the fragment into a complete sentence  Can split runon sentences into compound or complex sentences: 
	Using a dry erase board students identify sentence types when orally presented to them by teacher  then students hold up boards with answers facing the teacher who does a quick check of answers: 
	Participates in callout matching game having students write answers on a dry erase board: 
	Writes one sentence in a variety of ways: 
	Can create cartoons using appropriate dialogue and in appropriate form  Can paraphrase a television or radio: 
	commercial: 
	Reads written sentences to a classmate to check for flow and fluency: 
	Can model and demonstrate the proper use of punctuation in various forms of writing both formal and informal  Uses technological tools  grammar and spell check word processingdesktop publishing  Edits daily messages finding and fixing improper use of punctuation where needed  Applies traditional proofreading symbols to a given piece of writing  Practices peer editing with use of rubrics for proofing: 
	Diagrams sentences in a written paragraph  Creates Mad Lib type writing activities for others to complete  Blank spaces are left in sentences close activity designating the part of speech that is needed in the space: 
	Sorts unpunctuated sentences by type and correctly applies ending marks: 
	Corrects formal and informal writings placed on overhead where capitalization has been left out: 
	Students participate in team challenge games  Students use letter tiles or scrabble cads with a partner to challenge them in the correct spelling of words: 
	Students participate in team challenge games  Students use letter tiles or scrabble cads with a partner to challenge them in the correct spelling of words_2: 
	Students can order words alphabetically  Students can move seamlessly or fluidly from dictionary to thesaurus etc: 
	Follows template structure as cues on where to indent: 
	Practices writing timed responses in a journal: 
	Can read various types of selected pieces of writing and identify each of them as expository persuasive etc: 
	Can emulate book reviews given by publishers at the front of a book on a given book that whole class has read: 
	Writes postcards to elderly pen pal in a home or child in a hospital: 
	Rewrites and changes the end of a well known fairy tale or story: 
	Can identify each of the main elements of a book report in a variety of ways o Cereal box format o Mini bulletin cork board book display: 
	o Book in a Box  story elements are contained in a shoebox that is decorated with story elements o Formal report that is derived from elements addressed on a roughdraft template and is multiparagraph: 
	Expands a RAFTS Role Audience Format Topic Strong Verb for an expository text  Writes news stories to be shared with whole class in a cardboard cutout television  Student engages in Hall of Fame project using the biography of a famous American Students are then required to dress as their famous American and present themselves 1st person in a gallerytype forum: 
	Writes a letter to Santa requesting the resolution to a world problem or social issue  Answers responses to openended questions  using an ACE rubric Aanswer the questionCcite evidence from the textEexplain or expand the answer: 
	Can convert survey findings into appropriate type of chart or table  Writes a set of oral directions: 
	Writes a script with dialogue opposing high risk behaviors such as smoking teenage drinking DWI texting while driving etc then dramatizes: 
	Students write questions in leveled reading groups for others in the group to answer  Students illustrate story elements in a journal: 
	Student writes a response to a literary selection while using a check listed rubric to verify that all required elements have been: 
	addressed: 
	Students create keep a collection of various maps and keys for social studies lessons  Students engage in Test Prep strategies and collect in a folder for later reference: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudent multimedia presentations include bibliographies that cite internet sites used  Student can use desktop publishing Microsoft Word etc to publish a written piece: 
	BEST PRACTICESCan illustrate with a graphic organizer from: 
	which sources main ideas and concepts were developed article author title: 
	Uses a graphic organizer to lay out key concepts that align to the topic or theme and prioritizes key points by relevance: 
	Selects and develops a research plan that includes information acquired from a survey of classmates and relatives or from a direct interview with a living elderly person priest or community leader: 
	Gathers information on one theme using three different sources that provide information in various formats eg website magazine travel brochure: 
	Demonstrates appropriate bibliography formats books magazines websites encyclopedias for formal research report such as a biography or historical event: 
	Students can paraphrase and summarize information found from a variety of sources and websites  Students use a handheld voting panel to decide whether an oral interpretation of text has been plagiarized: 
	Students choose a particular research system and illustrate how the system was used: 
	Student can create a PowerPoint presentation that is pragmatic and sequential and includes clip art and slide transitions: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student listens to and views different materials from a variety of media and in a variety of situations: 
	BEST PRACTICESConstructs questions to ask on index cards after an oral presentation  Can repeat and follow a set of oral instructions or directions  Can go to board and write a set of oral directions for classmates: 
	BEST PRACTICESCan identify the theme or moral of a story from the Bible or the Gospel read and discussed at weekly school Mass: 
	BEST PRACTICESRelays or rewrites a set of instructions to a classmate who has been absent: 
	BEST PRACTICESCan answer student generated questions after an oral andor visual presentation reciprocal teaching: 
	BEST PRACTICESFill in a KWL chart related to a classmates presentation: 
	Disaggregates television and magazine ads and identifies misrepresentation exaggeration and methods of persuasion: 
	Demonstrates appropriate etiquette in various group settings  discussion points are relevant and ontopic: 
	Student designs develops and delivers a class lesson on a topic of choice in any content area: 
	Recite the Nicene Creed Prayer to St Francis or Hail Holy Queen  Recite Pledge of Allegiance in Spanish  Memorize and recite both school and class mission and vision: 
	Delivers oratory articulating proper sentence form with subject verb agreement: 
	Can vary oral presentation style to match the form of speech or presentation poem prayer or readaloud: 
	Changes a written piece to share with students at a lower grade level: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student uses language literature and media to demonstrate awareness of a variety of cultures: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudents read fables talltales myths and Bible stories from various cultures and select or identify archetypal patterns characters themes and plots and compares and contrasts: 
	BEST PRACTICESCompare and contrast messages from media product commercials from various countries on a Double Bubble map  Compare and contrast two versions of the same film from various countries: 
	BEST PRACTICESCompare character traits of universal  type characters or characters from famous stories to those found in Biblical stories: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student participates as knowledgeable reflective creative and critical member of a variety of literacy communities: 
	BEST PRACTICESStudent can direct lead follow and fully participate in a group as a productive member in every content area through a variety of activities: 


